
      RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 20th October 2025 at 7.00 pm at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford
Present: Cllrs.Bradshaw, Newsham, Pryke (Vice Chairperson),Smith
Borough Cllr. Eddie Pope Cllr Paul Hesketh       LCC Cllr. Rick Edwards
Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham 

There were twelve members of the public.
1762/25    To receive apologies
Cllrs Gordon,Pickavance, Rear
1763/25 To consider and approve the minutes of the Meetings held on 
15th September 2025 
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 15th September 2025 should be approved and signed by the Vice Chairperson as a correct record.
1764/25        To receive Declaration of Interest
NONE
1765/25  Cllr Pryke, acting Chairperson, read out a thank you letter from retired councillor, Gillian Taylor, thanking the parish councillors and clerk for a present that had been brought for her retirement.

The council noted the information.

1766/25To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.

Member of the public, Dave Andrews, spoke of a planning application off Sandy Way and had emailed borough Cllr Eddie Pope two months ago that the planning details were not being adhered to. He had concerns over WLBC planning department and asked for a visit by the WLBC enforcement officer.

Public concerned over WLBC environmental health spraying white markings around dog dirt on Brick Kiln Lane/Cousins Lane footpaths; complaints by the public were going to be submitted to WLBC. They were happy with markings on the footpaths of Bag it/Bin it and WLBC stated these would eventually disappear over time.

The council noted the information.
1767/25 Adjournment for comments from county and borough councillors (5 mins max each)
Borough Cllr Paul Hesketh stated he would contact WLBC regarding the white circles around the dog dirt and ask what paint was used and how long it would take to disappear.

The council noted the information and await further information.
Borough Cllr Eddie Pope stated planning applications for properties to be built on Rufford marina has been refused.

The council noted the information and congratulated Cllr Newsham for organising and chairing the parish council new planning group.
1768/25  Police Information

To note the success of the mobile police station event held on 20th September.

To note the upcoming mobile police station on the 15th November 2025 12-3pm which includes free bicycle marking by the police.
The council noted the information.

1769/25 Committees and working groups
There were no working group or committee meetings held.

The council noted the information.
1770/25  To consider planning applications as below
2025/0834/FUL   Oakwood Flash Lane Rufford Ormskirk Lancashire L40 1SN 

Ridge lift to existing garage and conversion, driveway material alteration, solar panels to rear dormer.

It was resolved by the council to support this application.

2025/0795/FUL Holly Farm 29 Holly Lane Rufford Ormskirk Lancashire L40 1SH
Single-storey rear extension, conversion of garage into a bedroom, and installation of 2 no. log burners with associated flues
It was resolved by the council to support this application.

1771/25 Planning decision granted

NONE

1772/25 Planning decisions refused.

2025/0430/PIP - Application for Permission in Principle - residential development erection of up to 3no dwellings at 297 Liverpool Road Rufford Ormskirk Lancashire L40 1SE -
1773/25 Ongoing planning appeals

NONE
1774/25 To consider a discussion with borough and county councillors regarding change and rewrite to planning policy to include that social housing on new builds are specifically for local people.    

Cllr Pickavance regarding Taurus Housing Association could there be conditions in place in future projects for social housing to be given to local residents first.

LCC Cllr Rick Edwards would look into this. Cllr Eddie Pope would also look in this matter but is conscious of the NPPF planning policy. 

The council noted the information and await further information on this issue.

1775/25  To authorise payments of the following accounts:
To authorise payments of the following accounts:

	022868
	NALC training course Cllr Newsham
	42.00

	022869
	KC Computers stationery
	26.14

	022870
	P Brookfield  - park maintenance and materials
	437.66

	022871
	NALC training course Cllr Gordon
	42.00

	022872
	Rufford Rainbows/Brownies donation to new flag
	70.00

	022873
	NALC training course Cllr Rear
	42.00

	022874
	K Newsham Clerk’s Oct salary and admin
	781.59

	022875
	P Brookfield – park maintenance
	301.06

	022876
	D Thornber tree consultancy – annual tree inspection
	250.00

	022877
	PKF Littlejohn – external auditors fee year ending 31/3/2025
	426.00

	022878
	Rufford PCC hall hire
	24.00

	022879
	KC Computers stationery
	39.47

	022880
	CJ Pennington- grass cutting
	1041.60

	022881
	WLBC trade waste village halls July 2025
	395.37

	DDM
	Easywebsites Sept monthly payment
	36.96


It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.
.
1776/25  To note Cllr Newsham’s feedback following attending NALC seminar on accessing alternative means of income.

Possible funding avenues: National Lottery, Historic England, volunteer contributions, Heritage Fund (consult with WLBC part-time heritage officer), Funding Events officer, programme of events.
The council noted the information and would explore the alternative funding avenues.
Highways
1777/25 To consider the proposal for a crossing at Holmeswood Primary School.
Cllrs Newsham and Bradshaw spoke with the head of Holmeswood School, Relph Higson and concerns were as follows:

Speeding on B5246 Holmeswood Road; school pick-up times;

parking by parents; children walking to the B5246; school in need of a car park area.

Cllr Rick Edwards stated he would take this up with LCC Highways.

The council noted the information and await further details from LCC Cllr Rick Edwards.

1778/25 To note Cllr Bradshaw’s update on replacement Dog Fouling signs. 
Cllr Bradshaw said he would give further information at the next council meeting.

1779/25 To note Cllr Bradshaw’s update on stolen coping stones, Holmeswood Road B5246. 
Police Rural task Force have been informed and greenbelt stated they would replace the coping stones.

The council noted the information and look forward to any updates.

1780/25 To note Cllr Bradshaw’s update on Spark Lane.
LCC Cllr Rick Edwards to send a letter to LCC for a full explanation.

The council noted the information.
1781/25 To note Cllr Pryke’s update following letter to Greenbelt regarding overhanging trees of Holmeswood Rd and Flash Lane.
Cllr Pryke stated at the moment he had not received any reply from Greenbelt.
Public footpaths
1782/25 To note Cllr Bradshaw’s update on footpaths in the Rufford Ward.
Cllr Bradshaw the footpaths in Rufford and Holmeswood need considerable work done on them. FP44 re-routing footpath has been voted on.
1783/25 To note Cllr Bradshaw’s update on management of Himalayan Balsom across the Parish.   
National Trust footpath cleared of Himalayan Balsam   

1784/25 To note Cllr Newsham’s to update on footpaths in the Holmeswood Ward.
Cllr Newsham stated FP 20 and 22 – two new footpath signs have been installed.
1785/25  To note Cllr Newsham’s to provide information of upcoming West Lancashire Footpaths Group AGM.
Cllr Newsham stated West Lancashire Footpaths Group AGM was being held in 2025 at Holmeswood Village Hall and he would be attending. He will report back to the council.

The council noted the information.

1786/25 Village Halls                

              Rufford 

              NONE

1787/25 Holmeswood

                NONE
Recreation Grounds 
1788/25  Permission to use sports field Tuesday 21st October 2025 afternoon WLSSP for small schools’ sports relays.
The clerk stated he had received copies of their risk assessment and public liability cover.

It was resolved by the council for WLSSP to use the sports field on Tuesday 21st October 2025 afternoon.

Street Scene
1789/25 To note the condition of Parish Council notice boards.

The clerk stated he had looked at the condition of the parish council notice boards and had received quotes; this would be discussed at the Finance and Budget Working Group in November 2025.

The council noted the information and await the Finance and Budget Working Group information.

1790/25 To note and approve the clerk’s report.

To discuss lanyard ID cards

The clerk stated on a recent visit to MP Patrick Hurley he was asked for his council ID badge; luckily he had his driving license on him.

Cllr Newsham proposed a motion for the parish councillors to acquire ID lanyards cards at a cost of £206.25

It was resolved by the council for Cllr Newsham to proceed and order the necessary lanyard IDs for all councillors and clerk.
 1791/25 To inform council of October police/council engagement events.
This was discussed at agenda no 1768/25
1792/25 To note the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled for Monday 17th November 2025 at St Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford commencing at 7pm.

It is noted that the date of the next meeting as being 17th November 2025
Vice Chairperson closed the meeting at 8.50 pm
_______________________
Vice Chairperson’s signature and date

